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It is with immense joy, profound gratitude to Almighty God, and an abiding sense of pride that I warmly welcome you all to the 78th Convocation Ceremonies of the University of Ibadan, Nigeria’s premier university. On this auspicious day, Thursday, 12 November 2026, we assemble at this distinguished International Conference Centre to celebrate the academic excellence, perseverance and outstanding accomplishments of our graduands as they are formally admitted to their respective First Degrees. This occasion is not only a celebration of individual achievement but also a reaffirmation of our University’s enduring tradition of excellence and its commitment to shaping the future of our nation and humanity.
The University of Ibadan has continued to distinguish itself on the global academic stage, recording commendable achievements in this year’s university rankings. In the QS World University Rankings 2026, UI emerged as the highest-ranked university in Nigeria, a feat equally reflected in the Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings 2026, which also placed the University first nationally. Furthermore, the U.S. News & World Report Best Global Universities Rankings ranked UI fourth in Africa. These recognitions attest to the University’s sustained pursuit of academic excellence, commitment to cutting-edge research, and contribution to the advancement of knowledge. They further underscore our determination to enhance our global competitiveness, expand our academic influence, and consolidate our position as one of Africa’s foremost centres of higher learning.
This morning, a total of 1,242 candidates are graduating from the seven Faculties of Agriculture, The Social Sciences, Veterinary Medicine, Technology, Law, Economics and Management Sciences, and Renewable Natural Resources.

My dear graduands, look around you. Take a deep breath, feel the weight of this moment. Today is your day. Cast your mind back to the day you first walked through the gates of the University of Ibadan. Remember the nervous excitement of matriculation, the long queues, the initial confusion of navigating UI's expansive campus, and that sudden realization of the sheer academic standard expected of an Ibadan student.

You did not just survive UI; UI transformed you. You were tested in the furnace of intellectual rigour and character training, and you have emerged as refined gold. Passing through the University of Ibadan and earning a degree here is an elite accomplishment in itself. Give yourselves a huge round of applause; you earned every single bit of this moment! 

Behind every graduate sitting proudly in their gown today is a network of parental sacrificial love and relentless dedication. Words hardly express our gratitude to you, parents. You bore the burden of school fees, accommodation costs, daily upkeep, and constant inflation. You prayed through the nights, sent encouragement when the journey got tough, and made sacrifices that your children may not even fully know about. Today, your labour of love as parents and guardians has yielded fruit. You sowed the seed in tears, and now you reap with joyful songs. On behalf of the Management of the University of Ibadan, I say, “Thank you, and congratulations!”
To my esteemed academic and non-academic colleagues, thank you. Being a staff of UI is not merely a job; it is a calling. You pushed these young minds to think critically, challenged their assumptions, marked thousands of scripts, mentored them through project research, and ensured that the UI standard of excellence is indelibly inscribed on them. As we celebrate this milestone in our University’s history, I pay tribute to all former Principals of the University College, Ibadan, and former Vice-Chancellors of the University of Ibadan, whose vision and exemplary leadership laid the foundations of our enduring legacy.
I specially acknowledge my immediate predecessor, Professor Kayode Oyebode Adebowale, mni, FAS, whose tenure as Vice-Chancellor ended only a few days ago. Under his leadership, the University strengthened its global standing, expanded its infrastructure, advanced research and deepened international partnerships. Indeed, leadership is measured by the enduring impact one leaves behind. Professor Adebowale’s contributions remain part of our University’s progress. We express our profound gratitude for his dedicated service and invaluable contributions to the University of Ibadan.
Today, we proudly present graduates across seven powerhouse faculties, each uniquely positioned to tackle the challenges of our world.

SUMMARY OF GRADUANDS FOR 2026 CONVOCATION CEREMONY - FIRST DEGREES

	


FACULTY
	1ST Class Honours
	2nd Class Honours (Upper Division)
	2nd Class Honours (Lower Division)
	3rd Class Honours
	Pass
	Unclassified
	Total

	AGRICULTURE
	33
	65
	120
	22
	-
	-
	240

	THE SOCIAL SCIENCES
	30
	86
	118
	9
	-
	-
	243

	VETERINARY MEDICINE (DVM)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	54
	54

	TECHNOLOGY
	69
	107
	141
	26
	-
	-
	343

	LAW
	56
	76
	18
	-
	-
	-
	150

	ECONOMICS AND MANAGEMENT SCIENCES
	12
	31
	28
	03
	01
	-
	75

	RENEWABLE NATURAL RESOURCES
	15
	56
	59
	6
	-
	1
	137

	GRAND TOTAL
	1,242




NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS
FACULTY OF AGRICULTURE
DEPARTMENT OF CROP PROTECTION AND HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES
· Conversion of abandoned room to conference hall with provision of furniture by Alhaji Moshood Esuola Adeleke.
· Renovation of crop protection laboratory, including fixing of granite/marble tables and adjacent offices, by Alhaji Muktar Akande Ayofe.
FACULTY OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCES
· Prof. A. I. Alarape of the Department of Psychology got a certificate of proficiency in Cybersecurity with distinction in July 2025 and became a chartered member of the Association of Cybersecurity Practitioners.
· Dr Mojisola S. Ajayi: D-43 Awardee & Fellow under the Expanded Multidisciplinary NeuroAIDS Research and Training Programme (Collaboration between UI & Northwestern University, Chicago, USA).
· Dr Mojisola S. Ajayi: Awardee & Participant, Mental Health Leadership and Advocacy Short Course under the auspices of the Africa Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (AfricaCDC).
· Mrs Lydia J. Adeladan won an Erasmus+ scholarship grant for Exchange Studies (Collaboration between UI & Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania, Europe).
· Titilope Odunaiya, a final-year student from the Department of Psychology, received a travel grant to present her undergraduate thesis at the 8th Annual Africa Global Mental Health Institute (AGMHI) conference in South Africa, November 2025.
· Prof S.K. Balogun: Admitted to the Chartered Psychologist (C.Psych.) status of the Nigerian Psychological Association and recognized as a Practicing Psychologist in Nigeria - August 29, 2025.
· Professor Peter O. Olapegba: Admitted to the Chartered Psychologist (C.Psych.) status of the Nigerian Psychological Association and recognized as a Practicing Psychologist in Nigeria - November, 2025.
· Prof A.I. Alarape: Chartered member of Association of Cybersecurity Practitioners (ACSP)
· Prof N.A. Shenge: Inducted as Associate Member of the Advertising Regulatory Council of Nigeria (ARCON) in Lagos - March 14, 2025.
· Professor Peter O. Olapegba: Elected and inducted as Fellow of Social Science Academy of Nigeria (SSAN)
· Prof N.A. Shenge: Admitted to the Chartered Psychologist (C.Psych.) status of the Nigerian Psychological Association and recognized as a Practicing Psychologist in Nigeria - August 29, 2025.
· Initiatives undertaken by the faculty or individual staff members: Prof. A.O. Adejumo wrote an article titled “Floating and registration of Focusing on Young Nurses’ Initiative (FYNI)” available at: https://www.fyni.org.
· Mrs Lydia J. Adeladan volunteered as psychologist at Psychology clinic Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania, Europe in 2025. 
· A successful completion of the Headship of Professor D. A. Yagboyaju – Department of Political Science (1August, 2024 – 31 July, 2026) with remarkable achievements.
FACULTY OF VETERINARY MEDICINE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERINARY PHYSIOLOGY & BIOCHEMISTRY
HONOURS & DISTINCTIONS 
· Professor Olufunke E. Ola-Davies (PF5217) was successfully elected to the Academic Board of the Postgraduate College of Veterinary Surgeons, Nigeria as Deputy Provost. This appointment takes effect from 14 August, 2026 for a term of five (5) years.

FACULTY OF TECHNOLOGY
· A collaboration in research, training and innovation was made between the Centre for Space Life Sciences (CLS), National Space Research and Development Agency (NASRDA) and the department in June 2026.
· A patent was obtained in December 2025 for a Fitted Pulse Oximeter for Paediatric Use by Professor S. K. Fasogbon and his team.
· A patent was obtained in July 2026 for A Modular Automated Medication Dispensing System with Expandable Rotary Dispensing Modules and Controlled Access Authentication by Ozavize J. Obadaki and Professor O. O. Ajide and a team of others.
· Five (5) students from our Faculty of Technology represented the University at the 2026 Nigerian Engineering Olympiad (NEO), a national competition aimed at promoting engineering innovation and accelerating the commercialization of locally developed technologies. The University’s team emerged First Runner Up (Second Position) at this prestigious National Competition.
· IYUN, Oluwadamito Oluwaferanmi, a 100 Level student of Biomedical Engineering Department and her Nata Bridge team took the first position at the Undergraduate Students Competition in the Application of Artificial Intelligence in Medicine, organised by DATICAN and the Faculty of Computing, University of Ibadan.
· 
FACULTY OF LAW
· The Faculty of Law has continued to distinguish itself through its contributions to legal education, research, professional development and the wider society, further reinforcing its position as one of the foremost Faculties of Law in Nigeria.
· A significant milestone for the Faculty during the period under review was the formal completion and handover of its newly completely building complex at Ajibode by the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Kayode O. Adebowale, mni, FAS, fspsp. 
· The Faculty also celebrated four of its alumni who were elevated to the prestigious rank of Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN). They are Olujoke Enitan Aliu, SAN; Agba Eimunjeze, SAN; Emmanuel Akunke Akomaye, SAN; and Sarafa Kolawole Idowu, SAN. 
· In the 2024/2025 academic session, the faculty recorded 56 First Class graduates, the highest number of First Class graduates ever recorded in the history of the Faculty. Furthermore, in the November 2025 Bar Final Examination, the Faculty recorded 12 First Class candidates.
· Professor J. O. A. Akintayo, former Dean, Faculty of Law was re-elected President of the Nigerian Association of Law Teachers at the 57th Conference held at the University of Benin in October, 2026. 
· The Faculty also continues to demonstrate the University’s commitment to lifelong learning and academic excellence during the 2025/2026 academic session, as an 82-year-old man, Dr (Chief) Adetoye was awarded a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree by the Faculty of Law, University of Ibadan. This remarkable achievement underscores the Faculty of Law’s commitment to scholarship and lifelong learning, demonstrating that the pursuit of knowledge transcends age.
· The Department of Private And Property Law And The Women’s Law Clinic also strengthened its international academic engagement through collaboration with the University of Leeds, United Kingdom. As part of this initiative, the University received Dr. Nick Cartwright, Associate Professor of Law and Director of Student Education at the University of Leeds, as a Visiting Professor to the Department of Private and Property Law for the academic session with hybrid interactions. He visited the Department and the Women’s Law Clinic physically between September, 9 -11, 2026.


FACULTY OF ECONOMICS AND MANAGEMENT SCIENCES
* Organisation of the University of Ibadan Economics Alumni 2026, which will take place December 3-5, 2026
* A Ph.D Fellowship program was initiated in the Department of Economics by Analyst Data Services and Resources (ADSR) managed by Dr. Afolabi Olowookere.
* Institution of the Professor S. O. Olofin Prize Awards in Econometrics and Macroeconomics for B.Sc. and M.Sc. Degree Programmes.
* Collaboration between the Department and Policy Innovation Centre (PIC) to jointly execute the Strengthening Women’s Leadership in Academic Economics (SWOLE) initiative.
* IDAF Scholarship for 200, 300 and 400 level students. The following students were awarded the scholarship:
· ENAMUOTOR Racheal Ogenewaro	 	- 200
· GBADEGESIN Laughter Oluremi 		- 300
· ABE Jumoke Omolade 			- 400
FACULTY OF RENEWABLE NATURAL RESOURCES
· Operation One Million Trees 2026 Programme  
The Faculty on 29 and 30 September, 2026 hosted, in collaboration with FOJ Multi-dynamics Ltd and Charcoal Legality Inc. and supported by about 14 other NGO’s, private companies and governmental agencies (Federal and Oyo State Ministry of Environment), the official flag-off of the 2026 edition of the Operation One million Trees 2026 programme for the Southwest geopolitical zone. 
· Capacity-building Seminar for Academic Staff – The Faculty on Tuesday 15 September, 2026, with supportive funding by the Postgraduate College, held the programme with the theme “Building Academic Careers at UI: Orientation, Advancement and Supervisory Practice” for 60 academic members of staff.
· 54th International Forestry Students’ Symposium (IFSS) 2026 
The Forestry Students Association of the Faculty (“The Tree Club”), with the support of the University Management, hosted the International Forestry Students Association (IFSA) for the 54th edition of IFSS 2026 on the campus of the University of Ibadan in the period 15 to 31 August, 2026.
· 2026 Faculty Lecture 
The sixth (6) in the series of Faculty Lectures since the establishment of the faculty, the 2026 edition of the lecture was delivered by Dr. A. T. Adeyanju of the Department of Wildlife and Ecotourism Management on Wednesday 26 August, 2026. The title of his lecture was “Sustainable Development within Nigeria’s Protected Areas: Resource-Based Conservation Ecotourism in Nigeria. Is this Working?”
· 2025/2026 Inaugural Lecture Series – The 614th edition in the series of the University Inaugural Lectures was delivered by Professor I. O. Azeez of the Department of Social and Environmental Forestry, on behalf of the faculty on 21 May, 2026. The title of his lecture was “Multi-stakeholder Approach to Remediating Nigeria’s Disappearing Forest: A Learner’s Perspective”.
· Naming of Facilities in Honour of Retired Academics – On 10 July, 2026, at an event chaired by the Vice Chancellor, Professor K.O. Adebowale.
· Prof. Adejoke O. Akinyele has been elected as Co-Chair, International Arrangement on Forests Major Groups Internal Coordination Mechanism
(IAF MG-ICM) for the United Nations Forum on Forests from 2026-2028.

· Matthew Deborah Chinenye from the Department of Forest Production and Products, University of Ibadan, won GOLD in the Female - 70kg JUDO category at the West African Universities Games (WAUG 2026), hosted by Obafemi Awolowo University.
· 40th Year Giveback and Reunion by the 1986 Graduate Set – In the period 17 to 20 September, 2026, the 1986 graduate set of the then Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry, now the Faculty of Agriculture and Faculty of Renewable Natural Resources, organized a homecoming event with the theme “People, Knowledge, Impact: Sustaining the Legacy, Building the Future”.  
· Host, Official launch of the African Network of Living Laboratories (ANoLL) and the 4th General Assembly of the EU-Europa HORIZON-CL6-2022-FARM2FORK-01 integrated and circular Technologies for sustainable city region FOOD systems in Africa (INCiTiS-FOOD);2-6 November, 2026.
· Patent
Alagbe O.O. Oyebola O.O., and Azuh, V.O. (2025). Multiplex Nucleic Acid/Genotyping probe.NG/PT/NC/O/2025/18518.
· The Departments of Forest Production and Products, & Social and Environmental Forestry, in conjunction with the Executives of the Tree Club Association, successfully hosted the 54th International Forestry Students’ Symposium between 16th and 22nd August 2026, which had in attendance over 120 students and young professionals from more than 60 countries. 
· Two graduates (2022/2023): Miss AKINADE Oyinkansola Happiness and Miss OMOTARA Salma Motunrayo from the Department of Forest Production and Products secured Mastercard scholarships for postgraduate studies in Canada. 
· An alumna of the Department of Forest Production and Products, Akinade Oyinkansola Happiness, hosted the ECONEXTGEN Climate Education Workshop at the University of Ibadan from 18–19 May 2026. 
· On behalf of the University, the Department of Forest Production and Products established the UI @ 75 Indigenous Tree Garden to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the Premier University in Nigeria. The UI @ 75 Indigenous Tree Garden was established by the University Management to help increase green spaces on campus, conserve threatened indigenous tree species, provide ecosystem services, mitigate climate change, sequester carbon, enhance the aesthetic value of the landscape, and beautify the campus. 
· Future Visionary Challenge 2nd position Award: In Commemoration of 50th Celebration of Eko Hotels Limited won by Lawson Praise AKINSOLA Matric No: 220680 of the Department of Forest Production and Products.

IN CONCLUSION
My dear UI Graduands, as you step out of the gates of UI today, you are stepping into a world that is fast-paced, unpredictable, and rapidly evolving. The certificate in your hand opens doors, but what keeps those doors open is your character, adaptability, and resilience.

Here are timeless pieces of advice I want you to carry in your heart as you begin this new chapter:
Your UI degree gives you a high standing, but do not let pride keep you from taking small, humble beginnings. The global corporate icons, successful entrepreneurs, and renowned researchers you admire today all started with a single step. Be willing to learn, take entry-level positions, start that small business, intern, and hone your craft. 
Small beginnings, when powered by consistency, lead to massive destinations.

In a world where shortcuts, cutting corners, and quick gains are often celebrated, make a firm resolve today to be different. Let your word be your bond. Let honesty, ethical behavior, and professionalism be your non-negotiables. 
Remember our institutional motto: Recte Sapere Fons. "To think straight is the fount of knowledge." To think rightly is to live rightly.

The world changes quickly. The tools and methods of today might be obsolete in five years. Do not stop reading just because you have graduated. Embrace artificial intelligence but responsibly, learn modern digital tools, and strengthen your soft skills, including communication, emotional intelligence, negotiation, and teamwork. Be a lifelong student.

Look to your left and to your right. The classmates sitting beside you today are tomorrow’s judges, ministers, tech founders, professors, CEOs, and global leaders. Build and nurture your network. Treat people with respect and empathy. Collaboration will take you farther than isolated competition ever will.

Wherever life takes you, whether in Lagos, Abuja, London, New York, or anywhere across the globe, wear your UI heritage with pride. Speak up for excellence, contribute to society, and never forget where your journey took flight. Stay connected to the UI Alumni family and look for ways to give back to this great institution so that future generations can enjoy what you enjoyed.

As Vice-Chancellor, it fills my heart with immense pride to present you to the world today. You came into Ibadan as boys and girls; you leave today as men and women of substance, substance forged through hard work, knowledge, and character.

The world out there is waiting for your light. Go out and illuminate the darkness of inefficiency with your competence. Conquer despair with your optimism. Solve hard problems with your intellect.

On behalf of the Governing Council, the Senate, Management, and the entire staff of the University of Ibadan, I congratulate you once again.

May the Almighty God bless your degree certificates, guide your steps, open great doors of opportunity before you, and crown all your efforts with extraordinary success.

Once again, I congratulate all our graduands for your achievement in this University. I encourage you to be active in the quest for knowledge as your education does not end with the conclusion of your degree programme. 

Remember the common saying that knowledge is power; keep the flag flying as worthy ambassadors of this University, where we always strive for academic excellence.

May God grant you all journey mercies on your way back to your various destinations.

Thank you for your attention.


Professor Peter O. Olapegba, C.Psych, FSSAN, FNPA, fspsp
Vice-Chancellor
