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Introduction

Progress in any nation is fundamentally anchored on the
synergistic interplay of security, effective governance, and
active citizen participation. These three pillars form an
indispensable trio that supports sustainable development
and societal advancement. Understanding and
strengthening each element is crucial for unlocking a
nation's full potential.
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Introduction to the Triad of National Development

SECURITY

More than physical safety, it 

includes safeguarding economic 

interests, political stability, and 

social cohesion.

GOVERNANCE

Refers to the effective 

exercise of authority, 

transparent management of 

resources, and effective  

policy-making.

CITIZENRESPONSIBILITIES

Citizens play an active role in upholding 

both governance and security through 

their civic duties, such as law adherence, 

tax payments, and participation in law 

enforcement efforts, which collectively 
support national progress.
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Security ,the corner stone of development provides the essential 
conditions for societies to function economies to grow and individuals  
thrive. 5



Nigeria's Security Challenges 

•Boko Haram Insurgency: Since 

2009, over 36,000 deaths and 

displacement of 2.5 million people in 

the Northeast (Source: Council on 

Foreign Relations). 

- Economic Impact: An estimated $9 

billion in damages and losses, 

hindering regional development. 6



•Farmer-Herder Conflicts: Contributed to decreased 

agricultural productivity and increased food insecurity

 

•Banditry and kidnapping
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Global Examples

• Colombia: Post-peace agreement with FARC rebels 
in 2016 led to a 4.5% GDP 

• growth in 2017. 

• Singapore: Ranks among the safest countries 
globally, attracting multinational 

• corporations and boosting its GDP per capita to over 
$65,000. Low crime rates attract FDI inflows of $92 
billion in 2020 (UNCTAD). Strong security measures 
contribute to a stable economy. 
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1

• Military and law enforcement Capacity 
Enhancement 

2 • Community Policing Expansion

3
• Technological Advancements

4

5 • Non Kinetic Approaches

Nigeria Security initiative's under President 
Tinubu

• International Partnership
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•Framework through which political, economic and 

social system operate effectively

•Ensures equitable resource distribution, upholding 

rule of law and maintain public trust. 

•Combats corruption and inefficiency, fostering an 

environment conducive to development.

❑The fundamentals of governance is characterized 

by transparency, 

accountability, and public trust.

Effective governance drives sustainable growth and national 

progress.

Governance:The engine of progress

11



Challenges of Governance in Nigeria

• Corruption Perception: Ranked 150 out of 180 

countries in 2022 by Transparency International. 

• Economic Losses: Corruption costs Nigeria 

approximately $18 billion annually (Source: UNODC). 

• Infrastructure Deficits: Only about 60% access to 

electricity; inadequate healthcare and education 

services.

• Poor civic engagement:
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Governance Reforms in Nigeria 

•Anti-Corruption Measures: Strengthening of institutions like the 

EFCC to 

•tackle financial crimes. 

•Digital Transformation: Implementation of e-governance platforms to 

•increase transparency and reduce bureaucratic bottlenecks. 

•Economic Empowerment Programs 

*StudentLoanScheme:Thegovernmentprovidesaccessibleloanstostud

ents through the Nigeria Education Loan Fund (www.nelf.gov.ng), 

promoting higher education and skill development. 

*ConsumerCreditCorporation:Establishedviawww.credicorp.ng,itfacili

tates access to credit for consumers, stimulating economic activity. -

 *MicroandSmallBusinessLoans:TheBankofIndustryoffersfinancialsu

pport to small enterprises boosting entrepreneurship. 
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Global Examples 
• South Korea: High civic participation has led to significant 

anti-corruption measures and democratic consolidation.

• Switzerland: Direct democracy practices empower citizens 

through referendums, influencing national policies. 

• China:
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Patriotism serves as a foundational pillar for both national security 
and governance, fostering a sense of duty and commitment among 
citizens to contribute positively to the nation’s well being.
Patriotism promotes a culture of respect for national institution 
including the judiciary law enforcement and the military. This trust is 
vital for governance as it ensures that public institutions can function 
effectively without facing widespread resistance or opposition from 
the populace. By fostering patriotism, we create a united front that 
strengthens our national security and promotes good governance
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Moral Responsibilities of Citizens: 
Upholding National Integrity and Unity

Uphold high moral

standards in personal

and professional life,

contributing to a culture

Celebrate Nigeria's 

rich ethnic, religious, 

and cultural tapestry 

to foster harmony and
reduce conflict.

Participate in

volunteerism, charity

work, and community

service to strengthen

social bonds and national 
unity

Place the interest of

Nigeria above personal

or sectional interests in

decision-making and

actions.

Embrace Diversity Prioritize National
Interests

Engage in Social
Responsibility

Maintain Personal
Integrity
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Moral responsibilty of citizens are fundamental to the 

maintenance of national integrity and unity, transcending the 

legal obligations outlined in the constitutions.These 

responsibilities reflect the ethical duty of individauls to act in 

ways that promote the common good, social harmony and 

national cohesion.

In every society, citizens are expected to behave in ways that 

contribute to the stability and security of the nation

There is urgent need for profound social change to address the 

pervasive disorder, unethical or undesirable behavior and 

habitual non compliance with the law that have become 

ingrained in our national culture. 
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Youth Development Programs 

• - Nigerian Youth Academy (NIYA): This academy, accessible via www.niya.ng, 

focuses on leadership and entrepreneurial skills among youths. 

• - National Youth Talent Export Programme (NATEP): NATEP aims to harness 

and export Nigerian talents globally. 

•Skill Acquisition Initiatives 

• - Skill-Up Artisans Programme (SUPA): Found at supa.itf.gov.ng, SUPA 

enhances the technical skills of artisans, improving employability. 

• - Digital and Creative Enterprises (iDICE) Program: The iDICE program, which 

is sponsored by the Bank of Industry, supports youth innovation and creativity. 

•Economic Empowerment 

• - Nano-Business Support: The Presidential Conditional Grant Scheme 

• (tucnigeria.org.ng) provides grants to micro-businesses, fostering grassroots 

economic growth. 

• - Housing Initiatives: The Federal Housing Authority's ongoing projects 

• (www.fha.gov.ng/ongoing-projects) aim to provide affordable housing and improve 

living standards. 
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Empowering Citizens in Nigeria; The 
Government’s Efforts 

•Youth Development Programs 

• - Nigerian Youth Academy (NIYA): This academy, accessible via www.niya.ng, 

• focuses on leadership and entrepreneurial skills among youths. 

• - National Youth Talent Export Programme (NATEP): NATEP aims to harness 

• and export Nigerian talents globally. 

•Skill Acquisition Initiatives 

• - Skill-Up Artisans Programme (SUPA): Found at supa.itf.gov.ng, SUPA 

• enhances the technical skills of artisans, improving employability. 

• - Digital and Creative Enterprises (iDICE) Program: The iDICE program, which is 

• sponsored by the Bank of Industry, supports youth innovation and creativity. 

•Economic Empowerment 

• - Nano-Business Support: The Presidential Conditional Grant Scheme 

• (tucnigeria.org.ng) provides grants to micro-businesses, fostering grassroots 

• economic growth. 

• - Housing Initiatives: The Federal Housing Authority's ongoing projects 

• (www.fha.gov.ng/ongoing-projects) aim to provide affordable housing and improve living 

standards. 
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• Catalyst: Widespread dissatisfaction with governance and economic 

conditions. 

• Consequences: Security breakdowns, economic downturns, and, in 

some cases, civil wars. 

• Lesson: Neglecting any element of the trio can lead to national 
instability and regression. 

Global Case Study: The Arab Spring 
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• Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) Initiative: Through the Presidential 
Compressed Natural Gas Initiative (pci.gov.ng), the government promotes 

cleaner energy, which has economic, environmental, and security benefits. 

•- Economic Impact: Reduces fuel costs for consumers and businesses. 
•- Environmental Security: Lowers emissions, contributing to environmental 

  sustainability. 
•Digital Economy Advancement 

•- Consumer Credit Corporation: Facilitates financial inclusion, allowing 

citizens to access credit, thereby stimulating economic activity. 
•- Digital and Creative Enterprises Program: Encourages innovation, 

leading to job creation and global competitiveness. 

Integrated Efforts in Nigeria 
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Nigeria's COVID-19 Response 

- Government Action: Swift implementation of lockdowns, testing, and 

vaccination campaigns.

- Citizen Cooperation: Adherence to health guidelines and participation 

in vaccination programs.

- Security Measures: Enforcement of regulations to prevent the spread of 

the virus.

- Outcome: Mitigated the impact of the pandemic, setting a foundation for 

economic recovery. 

Case Study: 
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Unlocking progress is not the responsibility of a single entity but a 

collective effort that requires the integration of security, governance, and 

citizen responsibilities. Nigeria, like many nations, stands to benefit 

immensely from strengthening these pillars. By fostering a secure 

environment, promoting transparent and effective governance, and 

encouraging active citizen participation, a foundation is laid for sustainable 

development and prosperity.

 

Investing in this trio creates a virtuous cycle: good governance enhances 

security, security enables active citizenship, and active citizens demand 

and support good governance. Globally, countries that have successfully 

harnessed this synergy serve as models, demonstrating that the 

collaborative efforts of government and citizens alike pave the path to 

progress. 
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